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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EIND, FFOR, KS 

SUBJECT:RIGHT OF PRIORITY ON PATENT APPLICATIONS IN KOREA 

REE: SEOUL 03555 

1. PROPOSED ROK NOTE TO U.S. AMBASSADOR WAS REEERRED TO 
U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OEFICE (PTO) AND OTHER INTERESTED 
AGENCIES . 

2. IN REEXAMINING TEXT IN DRAFT OF ROK PROPOSED CHANGES, 

PTO HAS A STRONG PREFERENCE FOR THE TERM "RECIPROCAL" 

OVER "MUTUAL" AS THE LATTER DOES NOT CLEARLY CONNOTE THE 
PROPER BASIS UNDER U.S. LAW FOR EXTENDING A RIGHT OE 
PRIORITY. IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY, IT IS 
SUGGESTED THAT THE PREAMBULAR SENTENCE OF BOTH NOTES, 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 113499 

BEGINNING WITH "I HAVE THE HONOR TO REFER ", BE AMENDED BY 
DELETING THE WORD ""MUTUAL"' AND SUBSTITUTING THE WORD 
"RECIPROCAL."' THE SENTENCES SHOULD THEN READ, IN 
PERTINENT PARTS, "TO CONCLUSION OF AN AGREEMENT FOR THE 
RECIPROCAL GRANTING AND PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT OE 
PRIORITY." 
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3. IN THE FIRST OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH OF THE ROK NOTE 
BEGINNING WITH THE WORDS "PHYSICAL AND JURIDICAL PERSONS," 

THE PHRASE "ON A RECIPROCAL BASIS" SHOULD BE INSERTED AT 
THE BEGINNING OE THE SENTENCE. THE SENTENCE SHOULD THEN 
READ "ON A RECIPROCAL BASIS, PHYSICAL AND JURIDICAL 
PERSONS OE EITHER COUNTRY..." 

4. THE PTO HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE INCLUSION OF OPERATIVE 
PARAGRAPH 2 CONCERNING THE BASING OE A RIGHT OF PRIORITY 
ON A UTILITY MODEL AND VICE VERSA. 

5. EMBASSY IN REQUESTED TO CONVEY SUGGESTED CHANGES TO 
APPROPRIATE OEFICIALS AND IF FOUND ACCEPTABLE CONCLUDE AN 
AGREEMENT INCORPORATING SAME. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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